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Planting a tree for ISAGA
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In 1970 a group of people from all over the world came together in Bad Godesberg,
Germany, to talk about their common passion: Simulation and Gaming.
And that was the start of ISAGA.
Suppose that these people had planted a tree at that time, what would that tree look
like nowadays?
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Perhaps like this, a beautiful tree proudly standing in the open space, with its massive
symmetric foliage being a beacon for the people passing by.
Or maybe like this one, a noble tree in the middle of the woods, with its massive set of
dispersive trunks and branches, providing a place to rest and come to oneself.
Or would it have looked like this one, an elegant cypress, proudly reaching for the sky?
Or perhaps like this one, not particularly beautiful, but strong and unbending (but also
one that obviously has to be protected for pushing by‐passers).
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Whatever the tree would have looked like, we can be sure that thís would not have been its
f
fate,
since after
f 40 years ISAGA is still alive and kicking!
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But the people in 1970 did not plant a tree and it would have been a little preposterous to plant
a tree at your first
f
meeting.
So for the moment the only thing we can do is to imagine or simulate what the ISAGA tree may
have looked like.
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But that is going to be changed! Now, on the occasion the of the 40st annual meeting of
ISAGA, the conference organizers have decided to plant a tree in Singapore, a tree that
will represent ISAGA!
We thank them very much for this nice initiative.
This evening the ISAGA tree will officially be planted in a festive ceremony.
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Planting a tree is not an easy job. It can easily been underestimated. To give the new young tree
all opportunities to grow into a beautiful
f large tree, the first
f
steps are crucial. In order to make
these first steps in its growing process as successful as possible, I have done some research.
First of all we need ingredients and tools:
of course we need a young tree, for instance like this one, but any model will do
and the we need tools: a spade to dig a hole and a rake to tidy up, and of course water, of even
better: a lot of water.
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But ingredients and tools are not sufficient: we also need a plan!
On the internet I have found
f
a four‐step
f
tree planting procedure:
1. dig a hole, that is deep and wide enough for the tree, put the excavated soil at the border of
the hole
2. put the tree in the hole; do that carefully so that the roots will not be damaged; also take
care that the trunk is in the middle of the hole.
3. fill the hole again (with the sand that you have put on the border), firmly press the sand
around the roots so the tree will stand solidly in the ground; use the rake to tidy up the soil
plant plentifully,
p
y, so the roots can immediatelyy start to suck up
p the water and the
4. water the p
plant will grow.
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And then there is of course the question who can do this important job.
It is not a matter off muscles and power, but is should be done delicately, with tenderness and
empathy.
A wise man is needed to do this, someone with the stature of the 'eminence grise', the old and
wise man!
And we are very lucky to have such a person in our midst: Shigehisa Tsuchiya.
So Shig, we would be very honored if you want to start the digging of the hole for our ISAGA
tree!
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Imagine, it is now 2029 and somewhere on this globe people come together for the 60st annual
meeting off ISAGA. What will our ISAGA tree look like then?
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Here are a few prosects on the ISAGA tree in the future:
1. a big impressive tree with massive foliage
f
2. a tree on one of the most beautiful places, overseeing the see
3. a very large tree with its roots dropping to earth reaching for moisture and food
4. or a beautiful magnolia with its colorful flowers
5. or a tree standing on its own in a plane
6. or, on the contrary, a tree that is part of a group of trees
7. or something like this
p
y since Shigg was the one who dugg the hole ☺
8. and even this could be the case,, especially
By taking care of the ISAGA tree we are the ones that eventually determine what it will look like
and what its function will be (within the biological limitations, of course)!
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To close this little speech:
Dear ISAGA tree,
I wish you to grow prosperously,
and to get all the love, care and support you need,
so you can develop a beautiful foliage on a solid trunk,
with thick roots and large branches
reaching out for other trees
providing a place where people can meet and talk with each other,
where theyy can find shelter for the sun and for the rain
and where they find peace and restfulness to reflect on their daily activities.
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